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The context

Semester-
year

Pass rates in 
percent

W17 73%
F17 91%
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The Project

• In-class peer tutors, once a week
• Paid student tutor honorarium or hours recognized in Student 

Involvement Recognition program
• Focus on problem solving 









Classroom atmosphere



Feedback from Etienne’s students on week 4

Disliked Liked

Tuesdays highly depend on the student's before class 
efforts in the subject. If they did not read and learn by 
themselves before the class, the class is wasted. The 

class is useful if students comes in prepared.

I would rather you to 
teach the class 

before we go into 
exercises

They provide a 
different aspect of 

understanding things 
and you get to work 
with a group so you 
can learn new ways 

of understanding 
concepts

Instead of being loss 
on a question, the 
assistants help to 
guide us near the 
answer without 

actually telling us the 
answer directly.

I like that we're doing 
examples and that 

there's help available 
just wish there was a 
proper lecture and 

explanation beforehand 



I think this was one of the most 
innovative ideas I’ve encountered in 

all of my years in school. It’s one 
thing to learn the theory but it’s the 
problems that yield the most weight 

on test and exams so to have a 
dedicated class period to do so is 

quite practical and helpful.

I think it was sometimes easier 
to reach out for help since they 

have the same age as we do and 
it's better sometimes to get 

explanation from someone that 
went from doing the same 

mistakes.

Feedback from Caroline’s students 
(end of semester)



Feedback from Caroline’s students 
(end of semester)



How many Monday's learning 
sessions have you been to?

Feedback from Hubert’s students (end of semester)

Did the Monday's learning sessions 
help you learn physics more in-depth?

Did you like having the learning assistants 
during our Monday's sessions?

What would you have improved for these 
learning sessions?

Doing all the problems together before class ends 
Less tutors, more help from the teacher.



Feedback from Hubert’s Learning Assistants (end)
What would you have changed in the format of the sessions?

I would give students x amount of time to solve a problem and then solve the problem with the 
class. I believe this would be helpful considering that many left without understanding what 

they did right (when they had the right answer) or without ever solving some problems.
Having more time would be great seeing as students often left with the latter challenging 

problems incomplete.

I think that if the sessions were a little longer there could be an "open question" period
regarding theory questions or problems in general.

There was less communication between learning assistants and teachers which made it difficult
to perform at my best.
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One Major Problem

• ATTENDANCE!
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NYA Final Exam Results at John Abbott College, 
by school year

W14: 54% F16: 66% W18: 55%
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NYA Final Exam Results at John Abbott College, 
by school year

W14: 54% F16: 66% W18: 55%

section Pass rate
1-2 70%

3-4 74%

5-6 68%

7-8
(remedial) 30%



Way forward


