Short stories and social realism: building an By Cate Payne
effective toolkit for essay writing
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Begin Here.

Students read the assigned portion of the short
story and the introductory slides before coming ég
to class.

In their groups, students go over the main themes

of the slides and summarize what happened in
5 / 10 min the story section they were supposed to read.

The whole class goes over the main points from
the slides and the story, so that everyone is on the
10 min same page.

This activity covers the length of a unit (5
classes). Students engage in a different activity
each class.
Class 1: Character sketch

--- Class 2: Finding and using quotes
Class 3: Generating analytical questions
Class 4: Review

For detailed descriptions of each of these activities, please download the

documents in the ”complete material” folder.

Instructor acts as class mediator and as support
&/ for students, sitting at each table but trying to let
students help each other through the activities.

In the last part of each class, students write a
character description that integrates the tools
---- covered in class. In class 2 and 3 this builds on
40 min the character sketch they created in class 1.2 of

these 4 are graded assignments.

o In class 5 students write an essay analysisng the
W Individual Work text and incorporating the tools and concepts
they explored in the previous classes.
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