A theme, a novel: engaging with Junot Diaz’ By Jeffrey Gandell
“The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao”
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Begin Here.

Out of class, students begin to read the novel,
”The Brief Wonderous Life of Oscar Wao”, by gg
Junot Diaz

Students pick their groups (of 4 people each) and

are introduced to the final assignment and its
guidelines.

Individually, students begin to learn how to use
the wordpress platform using the video created

by the instructor.

Students are now midway through the novel.

(lass 1 In class, in their groups they come up with a
one-word theme that relates to the novel, write %
30 min it down on a piece of paper and give it to the

instructor.

The instructor chooses the words/themes that they think are
most interesting and relevant to the novel.

The instructor places the words they selected in a

Class 2 hat and each group picks one. This is the theme
10 min IE students will use to inspire their engagement with
and analysis of the novel.
Class 3 + 4 Individually, students brainstorm ideas for
their work following a template provided by the
1 hr instructor (see ’complete materials’ folder.)

W Students have 3 weeks to work on their proposal %

Part 1:

In their groups, students create a grading scheme
for their individual work, highlighting 3 main
factors on which they think they should be

Class 6 graded.
Part 2

In their groups, students review and evaluate
each other’s work. They then give their work and
the other students’ feedback to the instructor,

who will add their own feedback before giving the
proposals back.

Instructor reads over students’ criteria and compiles a list
that will become the grading criteria for students’ final
individual work.

Class 8 +9

lﬁl In their groups, students are given two classes to
create their group’s blog.

Individually, students work on their own creative
piece that relates to the theme they selected with
their group at the beginning of the project.

In groups, students work to put together the blog
that will contain all of their individual pieces.

Classes 12 and 13

Their projects are due for class 12. During
Class 12 + 13 this class and the next, each group showcase
their work and present it to the rest of the ’iil
class. A short discussion takes place after each
presentation, and students are free to ask each
other questions.

o For additional information on grading percetages and
W Individual Work templates, please see:
https://102fiction.files.wordpress.com/2017/10/novel-
Iﬁl Work in Groups assignment.pdf
and
https://102fiction.wordpress.com /oscar-wao-material
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