Creating Questions in myDALITE
1) To see examples of different question types, see page 2

2) To create a question, see page 9
i.

Step 1 – Question parameters, see page 10

ii.

Step 2 – Answer choices, see page 17

iii.

Step 3 – Example answers, see page 18

For more information, go to

and search ‘myDALITE tutorial’
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Examples of Different Question Types
myDALITE can incorporate two types of questions:
1. Comprehensive question – assesses how well a student
understands the contents of a text. There is a right or
wrong answer for this kind of question.

2. Interpretive question – assesses how well a student
analyses the contents of a text. There is no right or wrong
answer for this kind of question. Instead, it depends on
how convincingly the student presents the interpretation.

See examples in the following slides.
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Examples of Comprehensive Questions

Conceptual type
questions
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Examples of Comprehensive Questions

Close up

Error Detection (ED) type questions – a solution is provided for the
question and the students must determine whether there is an error in
the solution.
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Examples of Comprehensive Questions
Using an embedded online interactive PhET Simulation

Before answering the question, students can
“play” with the parameters in the simulation to
visualize the different outcomes.
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Examples of Interpretive Questions

Reflective Writing type
questions – In this example,
students are asked to read an
article and indicate whether
they understood the content or
not, then explain themselves.
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Examples of Interpretive Questions

Reflective Writing type
questions – In this
example, students are
asked to read some texts,
choose one of the options
and justify their choice.
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Examples of Interpretive Questions

‘Rationale Only’ type questions – Students are asked to provide a rationale to
an open ended question. This is not a two-stage question where students will be
able to see their peers’ rationales. MyDALITE lets teachers conveniently gather
student answers in one platform. As long as students provide a rationale, they
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are given full marks. Otherwise, they are given a grade of zero.

Creating a New Question

Create a new question either by
clicking on ‘Create Question’ in the
top left menu, or clicking on ‘Create
new’ under ‘Questions’ in ‘My
Account’.
There are 3 pages/steps to complete in the process.
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Step 1: Question parameters
1. Provide a title for the
question; try to include the
discipline and topic in the
name, but not too
descriptive as students will
be able to see the title.

Special characters

Insert / edit link
2. Type in the text for the
question. Links and special
characters can be used.
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Step 1: Question parameters
3. Choose the type of question. There two types:
i.

Peer instruction – the two-step multiple choice question. Students choose
an answer, provide a rationale. They are then presented with alternative
rationales from peers, some support their answer or contradicts. Students
must then answer the question again. They can keep the original answer, or
reorient to a different answer.

ii.

Rationale only – only a simple text response to the question is needed from
the students; it is not two stages so students will not see their peers’
rationales. The question does not need to be a multiple choice type.

4. An image can be included into the
question. Upload the file here, accepted
formats are .jpg, .jpeg, .png, .gif
A description of the image for
accessibility is required before moving
onto the next page (Step 2: Answer
Choices’).
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Step 1: Question parameters
5. A video can be included after
the text of the question. Enter
a video URL here.
Videos must have a URL that
is "https" and not just "http".
MyDALITE aims to be a
secure site from end to end, it
only serves content which
comes from sites that use SSL
(Secure Sockets Layer)
standard security technology.
To include a PhET
Simulation in your question,
more info is provided on the
next page.

6. Choose whether the multiple
choice answers are in an
alphabetical format (a, b, c…),
or numeric format (1, 2, 3…).
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Step 1: Question parameters
How to include a PhET Simulation
in your question
a) Find a PhET that interests you. It must have an
HTML5 emblem on it. The entire list, not sorted by
discipline, can be found here:
https://phet.colorado.edu/en/simulations/category/html
b) On the description/preview page of the desired simulation click on the "Embed" button.
c) Copy the url in quotes after the src tag. For example, if you see this:
<iframe src="https://phet.colorado.edu/sims/html/concentration/latest/concentration_en.html"
width="800" height="600" scrolling="no" allowfullscreen></iframe>
copy only this part:
https://phet.colorado.edu/sims/html/concentration/latest/concentration_en.html
d) Paste it into the "Video URL" box.
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Step 1: Question parameters
7. Choose which discipline the question belongs to. If the discipline is not in the database,
then you may add it.
• Click on the pencil icon
• Type in the discipline
• Click on the ‘+’ icon
• Go back to the drop down menu and select the newly added discipline

8. Select all categories (keywords, tags) that are associated to the question. The more
categories entered, the easier it will be for the question to come up in the searches. As you
type in a category:
i.
ii.

You may see a matching and/or similar categories already available in the database.
Select the appropriate categories.
You may not see a matching category. In this situation, you can add the category (follow
steps described above in #7). The singular form should always be used, e.g. “Radical”
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is preferred over “Radicals”.

Step 1: Question parameters
9. Fake attributions - Each rationale will have a randomly assigned fake name, and country
attached to it when displayed to the students. It is meant for research purposes to see if,
for example, a rationale that comes from a different sounding name, is less voted for than if
it had been attributed to a familiar sounding name. No need to check that box.

10. We recommend that you
ignore this feature for now.

11. You can choose to have the system show the expert and highly voted rationales to the
students in the peer instruction questions (recommended), or show rationales that are
randomly chosen by the system.
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Step 1: Question parameters
12. There are two grading schemes:
i.

Standard – Students score either 0 for an incorrect final answer, or 1 for the
correct final answer.

ii.

Advanced – Students score 0 if they get the wrong answer both times (WW), 0.5
if they get the first answer correct, but then the second answer wrong, or vice
versa, (WR or RW), and 1.0 if they get the correct answer (RR). (Recommended)

Move onto Step 2: Answer choices

13. You can also make other myDALITE users a collaborator for the same question so that
he/she may edit the question. Type in the collaborator’s exact username, it will appear in
the drop down menu, select the name.
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Step 2: Answer choices

Enter the text for each multiple choice option.
You can have up to 5 answer choices.
Indicate the correct answer(s), if applicable.
If there is more than one correct answer,
students will be scored as per usual no matter
which correct answer is chosen.
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Step 3: Example answers

This page gives you a preview of
how the question looks in the
student interface.
To complete the question creation
process, you must ‘seed’ the
question (see next slide).
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Step 3: Example answers
To ‘seed’ the question, you must provide
at least one rationale for the correct
answer, and a convincing rationale for
at least one of the incorrect answers. It
is recommended that you provide one
rationale for each answer choice.
To enter a rationale, click on the
multiple choice answer, type in the
rationale in the text box, then click on
‘Submit Example Answer’.
You cannot edit or delete a rationale
once it has been submitted so review
your rationale carefully.
Repeat this process for each multiple
choice option.
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Step 3: Example answers
To add the new question to an assignment, select the assignment from the list, then click on
the + icon. The question can be added to more than one assignment.

Click ‘Done’ to complete the process!

A question can be edited at any point, unless a student has submitted an answer.
When a question cannot be edited anymore, then you will have the option to ‘clone’
it and make any changes you wish, but a new title for the question should be used.
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