
Sustainability (Part 1) By Anna-Liisa Aunio

Out of Class In Class (Instructor) In Class (Students)

BeginHere.

Students are assigned a reading on sustainability
development coals and definitions.

The instructor divides the class into groups of 5-7 and gives
instructions.

As a group, the students discuss their definitions
of sustainable development and its goals.

Each group writes down their own definitions

Each group then presents their definition to the
class in order to find common elements between
them.

The instructor gives a lecture on sustainability
and how it relates to the social sciences

Each group is then tasked with picking a neigh-
borhood to study and prepare a sustainable de-
velopment plan for
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Sustainability Case Study (Part 2) By Anna Liisa Aunio

Out of Class In Class (Instructor) In Class (Students)

BeginHere.

Students read about definitions of sustainability
and Montreal’s sustainable development plan

Mini-lecture to review of Sustainable Develop-
ment Plan and benchmarks outlined in the city’s
plan to address any questions.

Instructor distributes a case study of sustain-
able development based on the readings. In this
case, it is based on Montreal’s sustainable devel-
opment report of 2016-2020, with a focus on one
neighborhood. Teams choose a neighborhood or
borough for case study.

Teams develop a socio-demographic and political
profile of their selected location.

The instructor tasks the students with acting as
the mayor to the borough and setting the policy
on sustainability that are in line with Montreal’s
10 objectives and sustainable development plan.

Students create a sustainability plan for the
neighborhood. They come up with a list of
benchmarks for the neighborhood (ex. bike path
placement)

Students contribute to a group presentation on
neighborhood profile and plan for their team.

Each team presents a short overview of their
neighborhood and their plan to the class.

Each group circulates to two other groups to pro-
vide feedback on their plan.

The instructor assigns the actual plan for each
borough to the appropriate team.

Each team responds to and/or revises their plan
based on peer feedback.

Students from each team read the report from
their borough.

Students compare the actual plan to the ones
they came up with and discuss the similarities
and differences.

Students then make an assessment of the actual
plan reflecting on weaknesses and strengths.

Students complete a writing assignment on the
similarities and differences between their plans
and the actual plan as a group.

Students complete a confidential peer review to
assess their teammates’ contributions to the case
study. They submit their peer review with the
group assignment.
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