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Out of Class In Class (Instructor) In Class (Students)

Begin Here.

The students read the short story la Vénus d’Ille
at home along with a text providing context for
the story, the author, as well as aspects to focus
their attention to during their reading of the text.

The instructor introduces the activity and separates the class
into groups of 4 students and they are asked to take on the
role of investigators of the murder in the novel.

Each student in the group is responsible for iden-
tifying and finding clues pointing to a suspect

As a group they discuss the clues and evidence
pointing to each of the suspects they have identi-
fied.

The students then build a strong case for each
suspect, identifying their motives, their means of
committing the crime, and include textual evi-
dence (quotations) as they fill in the boxes.

Each group presents to the instructor by present-
ing a formal accusation.

The instructor evaluates each of their four cases
to ensure that their supporting evidence is con-
vincing. After they have been approved, each
group makes four formal accusations.

As a class, they discuss the most convincing sus-
pects, analyzing the strength of the evidence on
each side.
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