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Short Stories and Social Realism: Building an Essay Toolkit
By Catherine Payne

Description:

Out of Class (Instructor) Out of Class (Students) In Class (Instructor) In Class (Students)

Discuss Reading and
Slides

Discuss themes and concept.

...

Legend

Context Icons:

Individual Work

Work in Groups

Whole Class

Task Icons:

Discuss

Analyze

Revise/Improve

Read

Write

Instructor Orchestration

Introduce Activity Part
1: Character Sketch

Explain group work for the day
Direct students to get into groups (3-4)
Assign each group one of three characters
from the short story - at least two groups in
the class will be working on the same
character

...

Compare Character
Sketches

Discuss and compare character sketches.

...
Write a Reflection

Complete a reflective writing on the assigned
character of the group.

...

Prepare for Class

Read assigned section of the short story as well as
the related PowerPoint slides.

...

Compose a Character
Sketch

Write a character sketch describing the following:

Physical character description
What the character says and does not say
What the character does

...

Moderate Discussions

Act as a moderator to guide the discussion
Only intervene to address any
misconceptions that may arise

...

Review Assigned
Reading and Slides

Go over the main themes of the slides and
summarize what happened in the story section
they were supposed to read.

...

Prepare for Class

Read assigned section of the short story as well as
the related PowerPoint slides.

...

In this multiple-class activity, students build a toolkit of essential essay-writing skills through reading, dissecting, and analyzing a short story text. They
will be able to write an analytical essay on characterization as it relates to realism and recognize the relevance of literature to everyday life and current
issues in society. See a full description here.



Class 3

Find Quotes

Review assigned passage and come up with 6
quotes.

...
Revise Reflection

Using Quotes

Revise reflection from Class 1 and add two quotes
as evidence or character description.

...

Prepare for Class

Read assigned section of the short story as well as
the related PowerPoint slides.

...

Discuss Reading and
Slides

Discuss themes and concept.

...

Introduce Activity
Part 3: Literary Devices

Explain group work for the day.

...

Discuss Reading and
Slides

Discuss themes and concept.

...

Review Assigned
Reading and Slides

Go over the main themes of the slides and
summarize what happened in the story section
they were supposed to read.

...

Review Assigned
Reading and Slides

Go over the main themes of the slides and
summarize what happened in the story section
they were supposed to read.

...

Moderate Discussions

Act as a moderator to guide the discussion
Only intervene to address any
misconceptions that may arise

...
Introduce Activity

Part 2: Quotes

Explain group work for the day
Show examples of how to annotate and
manage quotes
Assign a different passage to each group

...

Analyze Quotes

Analyze quotes from class 2 using a list of literary
devices given by the instructor earlier in the
course.

...

Moderate Discussions

Act as a moderator to guide the discussion
Only intervene to address any
misconceptions that may arise

...



Class 5

Class 4

Revise the Reflection
Using Literary Devices

Write a paragraph building on the character and
quote analysis from the last class and integrating
literary devices.

...
Generate Analytical

Questions

Come up with at least two analytical questions
related to the story.

...

Prepare Activity

Read through the analytical questions generated
by students in Class 3.

...

Write an Analytical
Essay

Write an essay analyzing the text and incorporating
the tools and concepts that were explored in the
previous classes.

...

Review Assigned
Reading and Slides

Go over the main themes of the slides and
summarize what happened in the story section
they were supposed to read.

...
Discuss Reading and

Slides

Discuss themes and concept.

...
Moderate Discussions

Act as a moderator to guide the discussion
Only intervene to address any
misconceptions that may arise

...
Introduce Activity Part
4: Analytical Questions

Show examples of strong and weak analytical
questions, from those provided by students.

...
Discuss Analytic

Questions

Discuss answers to strong questions
Discuss what makes questions weak
suggest improvements

...
Review Toolkit to

Prepare for Class 5

Review techniques learned in the last three classes
to correct misconceptions and describe the toolkit
students have built, which will be used to write an
essay in the next class.

...

...


