Vénus d’llle: Police Enquiry

By Alexandre Limoges

Description:

In this single-class activity, students are expected to identify 4 suspects to the murder in the novel which helps them realize the tension between the
rational and supernatural explanations in fantasy literature and see beyond their expectations of always finding a rational or fantastical conclusion.

See a full description here.
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Read the short story "La Vénus d'llle" at home
along with a text providing context for the story,
information on the author, as well as aspects to
focus the attention on during reading of the text.

* Introduce the activity

* Separate the class into groups of 4
students - they are asked to take on the
role of investigators of the murder in the
novel

Identify and find clues pointing to a suspect.

Note: Each student in a group is responsible for
carrying out this task.
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Discuss the clues and evidence pointing to each of
the identified suspects.

Build a strong case for each suspect:

* |dentify their motives, their means of
committing the crime

* Include textual evidence (quotations) while
filling in the boxes
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Present a formal accusation to the instructor.
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Evaluate each of the students’ four cases to ensure
that their supporting evidence is convincing.

After approving them, ask each group to make four
formal accusations in front of the whole class.
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Discuss the most convincing suspects, analyzing
the strength of the evidence on each side.
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