


If we start to 
see all aspects 
of our identities 
as social 
constructions, 
how does this 
construction 
happen?





What aspects of ourselves are natural?
And what aspects are learned? 
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Nature vs. Nurture



new concept: socialization
throughout the life course

“The lifelong process by which we learn our 
culture, develop our personalities, and become 
functioning members of society” (Ravelli, 98).



Through socialization, 
that 

are expected with our 
social location.



Some key terms…
status: a recognizable social 

position that an individual 
occupies

role: the duties and behaviour expected 
of someone who holds a particular status.
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Sociologists distinguish between 

two kinds of statuses:

ascribed status: a status into 
which one is born

achieved status: a status into 
which one enters/learns     



gender roles
One of the most powerful sets of expectations we 

learn are gender roles:

→ sets of behavioural norms assumed to 
accompany one’s status as male or female.

But what do we mean by gender?

Is gender an ascribed or achieved status?





“Learning the ideology of the 
gender binary, and the 
socially constructed 
expectations about 
masculinity and femininity 
that go along with it, are 
central to the process of 
socialization.” 

“[W]e learn dominant social expectations about gender 
throughout our lives, and these provide a framework for 
understanding the world and our place within it.”

Johnston, Josee. Introducing Sociology Using the Stuff of 
Everyday Life. Routledge, 20170106. VitalBook file.



socialization
throughout the life course

So, how does socialization work?



We are socialized by agents of socialization: the 
people, groups and social institutions that teach us 
how to become members of society.
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agents of socialization
throughout the life course

• family
• peers
• school
• media


