Questions for a selection of farms: some questions are similar, and some are enterprise specific. Note we try to cover all aspects of sustainability; social, environmental, and economic.
What are the advantages to a small-scale grass-fed beef production; discussion of value-added marketing in beef production, Challenges, and success to a on-farm store, what certifications do you need, running a business in agriculture as a woman?  
What are the advantages to being an organic vegetable production, do you have crop insurance for your organic vegetables?  Was there difficulty in getting temporary foreign workers this year? Changes in consumer preferences for organic products? What are the greatest challenges?
Are large farms more efficient? How did you get into grain marketing for other farmers?  What cultivation practices are you using? Advantages to having cow/calf or feedlot with a large-scale grain production. What are the changes in the grain and beef industry, where do you market your crops? Do you have crop insurance? what are the biggest challenges to the business?
Robotic milkers, advantages/disadvantages over manual milking, managing large scale organic field crops, how does an enterprise with many mangers function, future of the enterprise, do they have insurance for organic field crops, the new production of organic vegetables- why and how is it going, are they using temporary foreign labour?

Leading the class discussion
The student group will lead the class discussion on some of the concerns/issues/ opportunities they observed with the enterprise.  No specific research on the topic is required – people are encouraged to bring their own experience to the discussion. The group can meet with the instructor on the Friday of the visit to discuss questions for the next Monday. 
Suggestions for how to encourage class participation: start with easy questions such as what makes the producer successful; what are the risks for the enterprise; What are the challenges in finding farm labour. After easy questions, then have challenging ones: Should the enterprise expand, why or why not; Economic versus the environment, are they doing enough to protect the environment. If the discussion is going well, can ask additional questions around the same theme. It is not necessary to ask all the questions the group has prepared.
Be sure to have one group member monitor the class for people wanting to answer the questions.

