
EXPLORATION
AND

DISCOVERY

COMMUNITY
ANALYSIS

AND
FEEDBACK

BENEFITS
AND

OUTCOMES

TESTING
IDEAS

How science works

www.understandingscience.org
© 2008 The University of California Museum of Paleontology, Berkeley, and the Regents of the University of California



EXPLORATION
AND DISCOVERY

COMMUNITY
ANALYSIS AND

FEEDBACK

BENEFITS AND
OUTCOMES

TESTING
IDEAS

How science works

DRAFT: Please do not distribute.
www.understandingscience.org

© 2007 The University of California Museum of Paleontology, Berkeley, and the Regents of the University of California

Flowchart for K-2 – the E&D and CA&F bubbles should be bolder than the others as 
that is where most students will be working.  The text should be modified to read:

E&D:  Making observations
 Asking questions
 Sharing observations and ideas

 Testing:  
 Recording observations
 Interpreting observations – What is different?  What is the same?
 Using observations to tell what made me think that…
 Changing what I thought after more observations

CA&F
 Talking about our observations and ideas
 Listening to classmates
 Having others try your investigation
 Recording in science notebooks
 Coming up with new questions and ideas
B&O
 Learning more
 Answering questions

Anna:
No arrows
Change to “Explaining what my observations make me think”
Change to “Discussing with classmates”

Using observations 
to tell what made
me think that …

This science flowchart has been modified for grades K–2
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Flowchart for 3-5 – the text should be modified to read:

E&D:  Making observations
 Asking questions
 Sharing data and ideas
 Reading about science discoveries
 Testing:
 Making a hypothesis
 Gathering data
 Interpreting observations 
 Revising what I thought after more observations
 Revising hypothesis or making a new one

CA&F
 Feedback and peer review 
 Discussion with classmates
 Listening to classmates
 Repeating the investigation
 Coming up with new questions and ideas
B&O
 Learn more
 Answer questions
 Satisfy curiosity
 Solve everyday problems

Flowchart for K-2 – the E&D and CA&F bubbles should be bolder than the others as 
that is where most students will be working.  The text should be modified to read:

E&D:  Making observations
 Asking questions
 Sharing observations and ideas

 Testing:  
 Recording observations
 Interpreting observations – What is different?  What is the same?
 Using observations to tell what made me think that…
 Changing what I thought after more observations

CA&F
 Talking about our observations and ideas
 Listening to classmates
 Having others try your investigation
 Recording in science notebooks
 Coming up with new questions and ideas
B&O
 Learning more
 Answering questions

Using observations 
to tell what made
me think that …

3-5:
arrows into the process: we might want to get rid of new technology
(covered by surprising observation here) and personal motivation (covered
by curiosity here).  Might also consider replacing serendipity with
"chance" or "an accident."  Or we could get rid of them completely

top circle: the placement of the bubbles within the circle looks a little
like there is an order to them or a reason for their placement.  could you
arrange the mini-bubbles as in Benefits and Outcomes?

middle circle: revising hypothesis and revising what i thought seem
redundant.  If we're ok with using the word hypothesis at this level,
maybe we could replace those two with: deciding how good a hypothesis is
(or evaluating hypothesis), revising hypothesis, making a new hypothesis. 
If we don't want to use the word hypothesis, we could say instead:
supporting ideas, changing my mind, coming up with a new idea.

lower right circle: could you arrange the mini-bubbles as in Benefits and
Outcomes?  Also, to parallel the others, could we phrase the discussion
bubble "discussing with classmates?"

K-2:
Arrows in: may not be necessary at all here, but if we do keep them, I
think we should simplify as in the 3-5 chart suggestion.

middle circle: I like the sentiment of all these bubbles, but maybe a
little rewording would make their meaning clearer:  how about replacing
the rightmost bubble with "explaining what my observations make me think."
 Might also consider simplifying the bottom one to "changing my mind"--but
maybe not, I am also ok with this one as is. Also, the spacing of the
bubbles in the vertical direction is not even here.

lower right circle: could you arrange the mini-bubbles as in Benefits and
Outcomes?  Also, to parallel the others, could we phrase the discussion
bubble "discussing with classmates?"

This science flowchart has been modified for grades 3–5
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How science works
Science is an exciting and dynamic process of discovery. 
This flowchart shows the real process of scientific inquiry. 
Use it to trace the development of scientific ideas or the 
research of individual scientists. You’ll see that each 
scientific journey is unique, shaped by specific people and 
events.

There are many routes into the 
process—like making a surprising 
observation

Testing ideas—as this scientist is 
doing in the field—is at the heart of 
science

Science relies on a community—both 
within a research group and across 
all of science

Science is intertwined with society 
and affects our lives every day

Visit
www.understandingscience.org

for more!
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